
DECEMBER      2008

Trust in the LORD with all your heart, and lean not on your own understanding; in all
your ways acknowledge Him, and He will make your paths straight.Proverbs 3:5-6

Dear Friends,
Life certainly seems to have twists and turns, does it not? Yet from God's perspective, those who trust in Him walk along a

path that isstraight, headeddirectly in thewayofHiswonderfulwill, ultimately to reacheternal lifewithChrist.
As Mave and I look back at the last eleven months at Prince George, we rejoice at the way you all received us. You

welcomed us so completely into your fellowship, poured out on us your affection, and showered us with your hospitality. We felt
likewewere family -maybeevenLowCountrypeople! Godwasmakingaverystraightpath forushere.

At the same time, however, Mave and I had to cling to these verses from Proverbs and to God's many other promises of
provision as we watched our time at Prince George go by without an inkling of where the Lord might call us next. Now God has
provided the guidance we were seeking. I visited Christ the King Anglican Church in Ocala, Florida, this last weekend, and God
made it clear to us and to the people of that congregation that I should serve them as the Assistant Rector beginning next month.
My last Sunday with Prince George is the 30 of November - this Sunday - and we will move to Ocala some time in early December.
Godhasspoken,and just in time!

Of course the feelings we are experiencing at this new development are bittersweet. On the one hand we are happy to be
called to a new and exciting ministry. On the other hand, we mourn that we must leave behind all of you whom we have grown to
cherishover thecourseof the lastelevenmonths.

As we depart from Prince George we have many people to thank. We are so grateful to Paul, who invited us to come here
to Prince George and then extended my contract when he knew we needed the extra time. Furthermore, he and Becky have been
an endless source of encouragement and wisdom. We are also grateful to the vestry and staff of Prince George, who welcomed us
onto the team with joy and have been flexible and accommodating over the course of the year. We are thankful that God inspires
Hispeople tobesogenerous to those inneed.

Finally, we want to thank all of you for your love and kindness. You have all made this year a delight for our whole family.
As we depart we console ourselves with the thought that Florida isn't all that far away, that God will continue to hold all of you in
thepalmofHishand,and thatultimately,his “straightpath”will bringus togetheragain, tobewithChrist forever.

Gratefully yours,

th

A note from Paul: “Bittersweet” describes our feeling as well as we digest Matt and Mave's news that they are leaving us. It is our
sweet joy to see them called to a permanent position in such a fine church and under such fine leadership - the Lord has provided for
them wonderfully. But we will miss Matt, Mave, Paul, Victoria, Stephanie, Thomas and Clara greatly - for even though we do not
have the resources to keep them, we love them and we were all hoping for a miracle that would allow them to stay. The Lord has
chosen to bless the Walters with a new home, and that is sad for us - yet we trust that the Lord has blessings for us in this as well; that
although this good season is past, another joyous and blessed season is ahead for us here at Prince George. As I wrote last month, it is
the worst of times, and yet the best of times. Please join me in prayer for theWalter family as they depart, and for Prince George as we
move together into 2009. We need your prayers, your support and your participation.
With love in Christ,



P A R I S H          N E W S

Birthdays

DoYouNeedHealing?

Cursillo!

Parents-2-B

Visitation

December 1 Lawly Ford
December 2 Jonathan Blamire
December 3 Ruth Blamire
December 3 Vivian Powell
December 4 Muff Boyd
December 6 Tucker Hight
December 6 Matthew Kopcho
December 6 Betty Roberts
December 7 Jean Barrow
December 7 JimTaylor
December 8 RitaAhearn
December 9 Bradley Cahill
December 10 JaniceThomas
December 11 MadisonTadlock
December 12 JanetWilliams
December 14 Becky Mitchell
December 15 Karen Lee
December 16 Chuck Houseman
December 16 Ernest Meyer
December 16 Joel Sapp
December 17 Amy Downing
December 17 Myles Starnes
December 18 BriggsAhearn
December 18 Nell Doyle
December 18 Rebecca Lammonds
December 18 Ray Sparks
December 20 Joe Ferguson
December 20 Frances Harsh
December 21 Perry Peace
December 21 Ruffin Smith
December 21 ChristianTrotter
December 21 SydneyWilliams
December 22 Jimmy Killen
December 22 Robert Lee
December 23 Lauren Baker
December 24 David Morris
December 25 Minnie Kennedy
December 25 Mitchell Moon
December 26 AlexWilliams
December 27 Charlie Ferguson
December 27 Sandy Gresham
December 27 Pam Mahany
December 28 Challie Grimes
December 29 Chris Cahill
December 29 Luke Chassereau
December 29 Eileen Starnes
December 30 Liz Dawson
December 31 Carolyn Baker
December 31 Venus DeMello
December 31 Grant Hammett

ConfirmationSunday

Births

Bishop Mark Lawrence will be preaching at all three services on Sunday
December 7, with Confirmations at the 11:00am Service.

Emily Morgan, daughter of Bailey and Jason Dozier, born November 6th.

The fact is, of us needs healing - physical, spiritual, emotional,
or otherwise. Each Thursday at 10:00am we conduct a Communion
service with prayer for healing. We use the Rite II service with the

from the Book of Occasional Services. Those who
wish to receive prayer for healing come forward to the rail where the
priest says a brief prayer for them as they may request. Please consider
making this service a regular part of your week. God has blessed us with
His presence, and with miracles of healing at our rail.

is a great weekend held at Camp St. Christopher four times a
year. The weekend is great fun with good food and fellowship, and most
of all, time to experience God's love for you in a powerful way.
Wherever you are in your Christian walk, is an opportunity not
to be missed. For more information, and names of people who have
attended, contact Paul Fuener at the church, 546-4358 or Sandy
Gresham, 979-0780.

Please continue to pray for our expectant families and their babies. We
pray for healthy pregnancies and safe deliveries, for God's peace and
rest, for protection from flu and colds and for all God's blessings during
this special time. Parents-2-B are Baker Dawson, Joe and
Maria Celeste, Edward and Kelly Kelley, and Wynne and Perry Peace.
If you know other expecting Prince George families, please let us know
so we can add them to our prayers.

everyone

Litany of Healing

Cursillo

Cursillo

Wendy and

Paul andAndy are both making home and hospital visits to our sick
and elderly. Please call, or have a member of your family call and
let us know if you would like a visit. Due to the new DHEC
regulations regarding patient's privacy, the hospitals will no longer
show us a list of their patients. When you are admitted, please be
sure to designate your religion as Episcopalian. We have been told
that we will then be able to access that particular list of patient
names .



I N        R E V I E W

Parish Weekend Retreat

An Article by C.J Mahaney from Sovereign Grace
Ministries

Lazy? Not me. I'm busy. Up early, up late. My
schedule is filled from beginning to end. I love what I
do and I love getting stuff done. I attack a daily to-do
list with the same intensity I play basketball. Me lazy?
I don't think so!

Or at least I didn't think so. That is, until I read about
the difference between busyness and fruitfulness, and
realized just how often my busyness was an
expression of laziness, not diligence.

I forget now who first brought these points to my
attention. But the realization that I could be
simultaneously busy and lazy, that I could be a hectic
sluggard, that my busyness was no immunity from
laziness, became a life-altering and work-altering
insight.What I learned is that:

Busyness does not mean I am diligent
Busyness does not mean I am faithful
Busyness does not mean I am fruitful

Recognizing the sin of procrastination, and
broadening the definition to include busyness, has
made a significant alteration in my life. The sluggard
can be busy busy neglecting the most important work,
and busy knocking out a to-do list filled with tasks of
secondary importance.

When considering our schedules, we have endless
options. But there are a few clear priorities and
projects, derived from my God-assigned roles, that
should occupy the majority of my time during a given
week. And there are a thousand tasks of secondary
importance that tempt us to devote a disproportionate
amount of time to completing an endless to-do list.
And if we are lazy, we will neglect the important for
the urgent.

Our Savior understood priorities.Although his public
ministry was shorter than one presidential term,
within that time he completed all the works give to
him by the Father.

The Father evidently called him to heal a limited

!
!
!

Continued on page 10.

Are You Busy? - Part 1

York Place Benefit

All who heard Rudi Heinze speak at our Parish
Weekend Retreat were truly blessed. Rudi spoke on

the theme
He took us through

the lives of Martin Luther, John
Calvin, Thomas Cranmer as
well as figures from the
Catholic reformation. Rudi's
focus was that we all have
heroes, but even our heroes are

a mixture of saint and sinner, just
as we too are saints & sinners.

Rudi's engaging style meant that these
talks were more than just church history lectures; he
had us gripped as we learned about some of the
significant men and women of Christian History. The
sessions were recorded, so if you are interested in
hearing Rudi's talks please let me (Andy) know.

Saints and Sinners in the
Reformation.

Jesus said :"Whoever receives one little child like this
is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven."
Those who heard "Aunt Orlene" and supported the
York Place Benefit were blessed with a magnificent
performance, a delicious supper (

and a
coming together
for an unselfish
c a u s e . T h e
hundred people
i n v o l v e d i n
making this a
s u c c e s s w i l l
always remember
the joy of working
as a Parish family
to proclaim God's work in helping some of God's most
needy and vulnerable people.

o those who contributed their time and
energy. How appropriate that the theme of the
presentation was using tragic experiences for the good
of mankind. Orlene's loss of 24 children enabled her to
assist over a thousand mothers in their deliveries.

With profound thanks and appreciation, Liz Forrester.

Vidalia Onion Rice
Casserole from page 193 of the ECW cookbook),

York Place ministry is
most grateful t



Please join us on Tuesday mornings
for our

at 7 a.m. in the Parish Hall.
Men’s Breakfast Bible

Study

It's Never Too Late To Get Involved!!

We have some wonderful Adult Education opportunities to encourage and deepen our faith in Christ.

A D U L T      E D U C A T I O N

Programs from 10:10-10:45am, beginning Sunday
4 January 2009.

What do you fear - the future, commitment, failure,
loneliness, death, or God? Using video and group
discussion, learn how to transform fear to faith
through a true biblical understanding of the fear of
God. Get a radical perspective on a much
misunderstood emotion through this seven week,
interactive class.

Join Dr Gary Gates (whose PhD is in Philosophy) for
an exploration of some issues raised by Christianity
and Philosophy, including free will, reason and faith,
and miracles.

th

Know Fear:
FacingLife'sSixMostCommonPhobias

Christianity&Philosophy:

WhatDoYOUDoTuesdayMorningsat7:00a.m.?

Over the next few issues of Cross and Crown we want
to share with you some of the reasons people come to
the Tuesday morning Men’s Breakfast Bible Study.
We hope that these testimonies will encourage you to
set your alarm just a little earlier on a Tuesday
morning so that you can join us for great fellowship,
great food and the exploration of the depths and riches
of God’s word.

For me, Tuesday morning Bible study is far more than
a bunch of old men cramming for finals. I attend for
one reason only; that is to be fed. We begin promptly
at 7:00 am with a hot breakfast that ranges from fruit
and biscuits to elaborate casseroles or full course
breakfasts. These are lovingly prepared (or at least
served) by the men present. Then, and more
importantly, we lowly and with much discussion,
work our way through the Bible. Because we try to
understand and discuss the meaning, rather than cover
so much material, we are able to understand the
scripture in a relaxed open environment. This is the

that is so enjoyable.

Chuck Gresham says:

feeding
It’sToughBeingAWoman
Beth Moore's Esther: It's
Tough Being a Woman.

Prince George Rectory

Prince George Parish Hall

latest Bible study is
Going up against

heavyweights bent on her destruction, Esther trusted
God and landed a blow that saved her people. The Old
Testament story of Esther is a profile in courage and
contains many modern parallels for today's woman.
Esther's destiny can be yours as you know more
deeply the God who is in your corner. There is a

choice of two times / venues:

Tuesday Evenings - 6:30pm
to 8:30pm (January 6 until
March 31st)

Wednesday Mornings -
1 0 : 0 0 a m t o 1 2 : 0 0 p m
(January 7 untilApril 1st)

th

th

For MenSunday Mornings

For Women (ECW)

For Women (ECW)

MondayWomen'sBibleStudy

St.Anne'sGuild

Mondays in the Panel Room, Parish Hall, noon to
1pm.Open to all women of the Parish, no registration
required.

Meets on the first Tuesday of the month at 10am in the
Parish Hall. Open to all women of the Parish, no
registration required.



The Synoptic Gospels & Acts

10-week course starting Monday January 12th 2009
@ 6:00pm at Prince George.

My seminary in England has a
distance-learning program that
enables people to study
theology from their own home
either for fun, or for credits
towards a degree in theology.

I was an external tutor for these
courses.

The study method is founded on
two very important pillars:

you study on your own using
s p e c i a l l y p r e p a r e d
interactive study texts and
you interact with a tutorial
group weekly or bi-weekly.

The advantages of the two
pillars are:

with specially prepared study textsHome study

!

!

A D U L T      E D U C A T I O N

IN-DEPTH  SEMINARY LEVEL STUDY GROUP

CHILD ABUSE TRAINING

COURSE FOR ALL WHO WORK WITH
CHILDREN AT PRINCE GEORGE

If you are involved with any activities that include
working with the children of Prince George
(Sunday School Teacher, volunteer, children's
chapel, etc.) you are strongly encouraged to attend
a free child abuse Training Course provided by
"Darkenss to Light"

Monday December 8, 2008 from 6:30-9:00 pm in
the Parish Hall. Childcare and refreshments will be
provided.

provides:
Away into serious, first-hand study

Focused, relevant feedback
to give confidence
A check whether material
h a s b e e n p r o p e r l y
understood or not
The chance to note points of
disagreement or of further
interest
An effective way to learn the
discipline of regular study

provides a place for
students to:

Discover that others are
similar to them in feeling
vulnerable or anxious about
their ability to study
Express their ideas in their
own words - try them out on
others - safely
Share personal experience
and learn from it

Form strong relationships with other Christians
Grow in confidence and trust their own judgments
Plan and work together on the basis of their
theological thinking.

The material is arranged into 10 weeks, each week
consisting of 4 days. It is recommended that each day
take one hour of study. Hence a week's study is a
commitment of 4 hours, plus a 1-hour group meeting
to discuss together what you have learned. The cost,
for an in-depth, complete study book is $65.00.

You can check out a sample of the material here:

Http://www.ices.uk.net/NTSample.htm

If you are interested in studying The Synoptic
Gospels & Acts in this way, please contact Andy
Morgan for more information: 843-546-4358
(office); 843-350-0165 (cell) or email me on
andy@pgwinyah.org.

The tutorial

!
!
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Having spent an inspiring weekend listening to Canon
Dr Rudi Heinze speak about some of the main characters
the Reformation, I was reminded that the Episcopal
Church is a part of their legacy. I also began to realize
how much their

have influenced me (albeit largely
unconciously!). So, here is a summary of the Solas, into
which I have woven comments about how they affect
the way I write music.

Scripture is the sole infallible rule
of faith for the Church (that is us).
It does not negate the authority of
the Church or of biblical
eldership (In Hebrews 13:17 we
read that we are to submit to
godly leaders). Nor does it refer
to Scripture in isolation or
interpreting the Bible in any way
we choose.

Much of what I write is either a
direct setting of Bible verses, or a
paraphrase which seeks to retain
the meaning and 'essence' of the
original passage. Sometimes the
words are a 'synthesis' of more
than one passage; normally
where the passages are presented
together in our lectionary reading
for the week. Also, singing is an
excellent way to learn and
remember bible passages.

Sola fide means that we are
justified (made right with God)
by faith, without any meritorious
work of our own. God did
everything in Christ when we
could do nothing, and now we are
'saved' we can still add nothing to
our salvations. However, this is not faith in isolation, or
a dead faith that produces no works. Sola Fide refers to a
vibrant, living faith, for only a living and not a dead faith
results in justification:

This principle affects the way I write in three ways.
First, I want to build up faith in those that hear the music.
Second, I want to inspire others to do the work of the
Church (the most pressing of which is Jesus command:

Thirdly, I don't write because I
think it will gain me a reward in
heaven. I do it only when I
believe God is giving me
something which will be helpful
to other people and glorifying to
Him.

Reading scripture we also learn
that God's grace alone is both
necessary and sufficient for us.
Grace at the start, grace to the
end, grace in the middle, grace
without fail, grace without
mixture, grace without addition,
grace that allows no boasting,
grace that precludes all glorying
but in the Lord.

God's grace really gives us something to be thankful for
and to sing about (not that the many other attributes of
God are unworthy of our praise!). It makes our worship
personal. Without a personal, saving relationship with

Sola Scriptura - Scripture Alone

Sola Fide - Faith Alone

Sola Gratia - Grace Alone

Faith without works is dead, and a dead faith will
not save anyone (James 2:17).

Then Jesus came to them and said, "All authority in
heaven and on earth has been given to me.
Therefore go and make disciples of all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to
obey everything I have commanded you. And surely

I am with you always, to the
very end of the age."
(Matthew 28: 18 - 20)

For by grace you have been
saved through faith; and that
not of yourselves, it is the gift
of God; not as a result of
works, so that no one may
boast. (Ephesians 2:8 - 9)

But if it is by grace, it is no
longer on the basis of works, otherwise grace is no
longer grace. (Romans 11:6)

guiding principles - known as the
or -

Solas
Alones

N O T E S   F R O M   T H E   C H O I R   L O F T

Reformation, Inspiration and the Glory of God

S
S
S
S
S

ola scriptura -
scripture alone

ola fide -
faith alone

ola gratia -
grace alone

olus christus -
christ alone

oli deo gloria -
the glory of

God Alone



N O T E S   F R O M   T H E   C H O I R   L O F T

worship at all, and will bounce off the doors of heaven. I
could write a thousand theologically correct hymns and
sing them all a thousand times, but unless I am
worshiping 'in spirit and truth' God will accept none of
it!

It is Christ alone who saves - not Christ plus someone or
something else:

God requires us to live righteous lives (in total
obedience to His law) which we cannot do because we
sin and the punishment (price) for sin is death.We need a
savior, someone who can pay the price and take the
punishment on our behalf. Only Christ lived a sinless
life, so only Christ could die in our place.

And here is something else worth singing about. Not
only did Christ take punishment for our sins on the
cross, but we can receive all the benefits of being
children of God and of Christ's resurrection, now and
into eternity:

Human merit and works play no part in a person's
salvation but are the fruit of a relationship with God,
established by God's grace alone (Ephesians 2:8 - 10).
Because we cannot save ourselves, God alone gets the
glory for our salvation. Read Ephesians 1 and 2 and you
will begin to get a sense of the gloriousness of what
Christ did for us.

Bach understood this in his life and regularly wrote the
words Soli Deo Gloria at the end of his cantatas and
other works. Likewise, Handel wrote it at the end of his
score 'The Messiah', and when we sing it on December
21st, we will do it for His glory.

In my life and especially in what I write, I too want God
to be glorified. When I was younger, composing made
me proud, and I believe God put an end to that. I was
unable to write anything coherent for a number of years,
but after dealing with that frustration and realizing that
composing had become a source of pride, God began to
give back to me the ability to write. However, this time it
was more like writing down what I heard, rather than
deciding to write at my own initiative. I believe it is the
Holy Spirit working in and through me. Sometimes it is
almost a dictation exercise, but more often it is like
being given a half finished crossword or jigsaw puzzle
into which I have to fit the remaining pieces - using what
I have been given, both fragments and skills.

I am aware that some of the things I have written in this
article could be misconstrued as me saying that I have a
direct line to God and what I write is divinely delivered
for God's glory (and by extension should be gratefully
accepted by those who hear it). If I believed that, I would
be an arrogant fool.

The reality is very different. I'm very aware of my
shortcomings, spiritually and as a musician. I make
mistakes. I often struggle. I have to listen hard and I get
easily distracted.
Unless I am directly setting scripture, I always check the
lyrics with other staff to ensure that the words make
theological sense.

I normally only find myself writing if I cannot find
something else suitable. Sometimes I think I am writing
something great but then I can't get very far with it, from
which I conclude it is either me writing in my own
strength or simply the wrong time. I know that a lot of
music is for a specific time / event / location, and I don't
believe that everything should be a number one hit: the
reality is that most music has a limited audience and
does not stand the test of time.

I'm sure that God uses me as a person, including my
cultural and musical background, training and
prejudices. I know that not everyone will like some or
even any of what I write. I want to bless, encourage and
even challenge those who hear what I write, but in the
end, Soli Deo Gloria!

Solus Christus - Christ Alone

Soli Deo Gloria - The Glory of God Alone

Jesus said to him, "I am the way, and the truth, and
the life; no one comes to the Father but through
Me." (John 14:6)

God made Jesus who knew no sin to be sin on our
behalf, so that we might become the righteousness
of God in Christ. (2 Corinthians 5:21)

I will not yield my glory to another. (Isaiah 48:11).

“there is salvation in no one else; for there is no
other name under heaven that has been given among
men by which we must be saved." (Acts 4:11 - 12)

And God raised us up with Christ and seated us
with him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus,
in order that in the coming ages he might show
the incomparable riches of his grace, expressed
in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus. (Ephesians
2: 6 - 7)

There is often a refining process.



C H R I S T M A S

TOYS FOR
TOTS

The annual Marine
Corp drive, Toys
f o r To t s , h a s

begun. The usual box has been
placed in the parish hall awaiting
your generously given, unwrapped
toys. Don Corinna, a FORMER
Marine (never an ex) is the local
representative. Don became
interested in Prince George Church
after seeing the outpouring of gifts
we gave. He soon decided to join
our church! What a blessed story.
Last year we donated 200 toys for
needy ch i ld ren th roughout
Georgetown County. In 2007, 6000
toys were collected helping to make
2800 children happy. Let's keep up
the grea t work fo r 2008 !
Remember, all donations stay in
Georgetown County. The last day
for donations will be December 17.
If you need more information, or
would like to help Don, he can be
reached at 235-3014 or at his work
number, 545-3255.

CHRISTMAS
PAGEANT!

Calling all budding
Young actors and actresses!

We need volunteers for our
Christmas Eve Pageant. If you
would like to be in the Christmas
Pageant, and are available on
Christmas Eve to perform, then
please come to the first rehearsal on
Thursday December 4 at 5:15pm
in the Bourne Building. For more
information please call Tracy Morris
on 843-546-4358 or Kitty Morgan
on 843-546-9638.

th

CHRISTMAS EVE
SERVICES
We have a wonderful Christmas Eve
program this year. Please join us for
one or more of our services as we
celebrate the birth of our Savior and
Lord, Jesus Christ.

5:00pm (Childcare available)
9:00pm With Communion
11:30pm Candle light with Communion

Christmas Pageant



C H R I S T M A S

If you’re still hunting for the perfect Christmas gift for
a loved one, why not give the ECW cookbook
“Plantation Tours & Tastes”. It is packed with
hundreds of recipes
(all tried, tested and
tasted by the ladies of
Prince George) and
beautifully illustrated
w i t h o r i g i n a l
paintings by our very
talented local artists.

Copies are available from the church office at a cost of
$30.00. Proceeds from the sale are used by the ECW
to support the work of the church and various
outreach projects. ECW Christmas Cards are also
available from the church office.Apack of 10 cards is
$10.00.

Cookbook For Christmas

Join us to Celebrate our Savior’s birth on Christmas
Day this year. We meet at Prince Frederick Chapel,
Plantersville for worship at 10.30 on Christmas
morning.

P r i n c e
F r e d e r i c k
Chapel is now owned by Prince George and it offers a
lovely rural setting for worship.

Bishop
Allison will
preach.

We will use
the beautiful
1662 liturgy
and

Christmas Day at
Prince Frederick Chapel

York Place has a Christmas Store where the children
can "buy" gifts for their family, and friends for
Christmas, using "Christmas Bucks" that they earn
for good behavior. If you have any new or gently
used items you would like to donate, p

Items needed include

hild and baby items,
women's items (perfume, jewelry, purses, etc),
men's gifts (gloves, cologne, tools, wallets, etc.), and

pet gifts would be suitable.
Gift baskets are created by the

staff which include bath gels, soaps, nail polish,
make-up or just about anything suitable for a basket.

Parishioners can also send a donation to honor a
loved one. York Place will send a Christmas card
featuring artwork from York Place, in your name to
the person(s) you want to honor,

acknowledging your donation.

lease place
them in the box marked York Place at the Parish Hall
before December 14. candles,
decorative items, glassware, rugs, pictures,
Christmas decorations, books, c

Wrapping paper and gift
bags are welcome.

at the address you
specify,

Your participation is always received with joyful
hearts.

York Place Christmas Store



From 1660 to 1672, John Bunyan, the English Baptist
preacher, and author of Pilgrim's Progress, was in the
Bedford county jail. He could have been released if he
had agreed not to preach. He did not know which was
worse - the pain of the conditions or the torment of freely
choosing it, in view of what it cost his wife and four
children. His daughter, Mary, was blind. She was 10
when he was put in jail in 1660.

“The parting with my Wife and poor children hath often
been to me in this place as the pulling of the Flesh from
my bones . . . not only because I am somewhat too fond
of these great Mercies, but also because I . . . often
brought to my mind the many hardships, miseries and
wants that my poor Family was like to meet with should
I be taken from them, especially my poor blind child,
who lay nearer my heart than all I had besides; Oh the
thoughts of the hardship I thought my Blind one might
go under, would break my heart to pieces.” (Grace
Abounding to the Chief of Sinners, Evangelical Press,
1978, p. 123)

But this broken Bunyan was seeing treasures in the
Word of God because of this suffering that he would
probably not have seen any other way. He was
discovering the meaning of Psalm 119:71, "It is good for
me that I was afflicted, that I may learnYour statutes.”

“I never had in all my life so great an inlet into the Word
of God as now [in prison]. The Scriptures that I saw
nothing in before are made in this place to shine upon
me. Jesus Christ also was never more real and apparent
than now. Here I have seen him and felt him indeed. . . . I
have seen [such things] here that I am persuaded I shall
never while in this world be able to express. . . . Being
very tender of me, [God] hath not suffered me to be
molested, but would with one scripture and another
strengthen me against all; insomuch that I have often
said, were it lawful I could pray for greater trouble for
the greater comfort's sake.” (Grace Abounding to the
Chief of Sinners, Evangelical Press, 1978, p. 123)

In other words, one of God's gifts to us in suffering is
that we are granted to see and experience depths of his
Word that a life of ease would never yield.

Martin Luther had discovered the same "method" of
seeing God in his Word. He said there are three rules for
understanding Scripture: praying, meditating and
suffering trials. The "trials," he said, are supremely
valuable: they "teach you not only to know and

understand but also to experience how right, how true,
how sweet, how lovely, how mighty, how comforting
God's word is: it is wisdom supreme." Therefore the
devil himself becomes the unwitting teacher of God's
word: "the devil will afflict you [and] will make a real
doctor of you, and will teach you by his temptations to
seek and to love God's Word. For I myself . . . owe my
papists many thanks for so beating, pressing, and
frightening me through the devil's raging that they have
turned me into a fairly good theologian, driving me to a
goal I should never have reached" (What Luther Says,
Vol. 3, Concordia Publishing House, 1959, p. 1360).

I testify from my small experience that this is true.
Disappointment, loss, sickness and fear send me deeper
into God and his Word than ever. Clouds of trifling are
blown away and the glory of unseen things shines in the
heart's eye. Let Bunyan and Luther encourage us to lean
on God's Word as never before in times of affliction. I
know that there are seasons when we cannot think or
read, the pain is so great. But God grants spaces of some
relief between these terrible times. Turn your gaze on
theWord and prove the truth of Psalm 119:71, "It is good
for me that I was afflicted, that I may learn Your
statutes.”

Trembling to learn of God with you.

(Taken from
by John Piper)

Taste and See Savoring The Supremacy of God In
All of Life

Luther, Bunyan, Bible and Pain - Psalm 119:71

D E V O T I O N A L

Continued from Page 3.
number of people from disease, raise a limited number
of bodies from the dead, and preach a limited number of
sermons.As Jesus stared into the cup of God's wrath, he
looked back on his life work as complete because he
understood the calling of the Father. He was not called
to heal everyone, raise everyone, preach copious
sermons, or write volumes of books.

While we must always be extra careful when comparing
our responsibilities with Christ's messianic priorities, in
the incarnation he entered into the limitations of human
life on this earth.

So join me over the next few months as we discover the
root and nature of laziness, so that we might devote
ourselves to biblical priorities and join our Savior in one
day praying to the Father “I glorified you on earth,
having accomplished the work that you gave me to do”
(John 17:4, ESV)
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Upcoming Events - Important Dates
Christmas Pageant Rehearsal
Bishop’s Confirmation Visitation

Parish Christmas Dinner
Christmas Pageant Rehearsal
Youth Group Christmas Party
Christmas Pageant Rehearsal
The Messiah
Christmas Eve Services
Christmas Day Service
Church Offices Closed
Church Offices Closed
Men's Breakfast Bible Study Resumes
Prince George Annual Meeting

Dec 4 Bourne Building  5:15-6:00pm
Dec 7 Bishop Lawrence preaching at all services

Baptism at 10.10 in Parish Hall
Confirmations at the 11am service

Dec 10 Parish Hall  6:00pm
Dec 11 Bourne Building  5:15-6:00pm
Dec 14 Pig Pen 5:00pm
Dec 18 Bourne Building  5:15-6:00pm
Dec 21 Prince George Church 6pm
Dec 24 5:00pm  (with child care), 9pm & 11:30pm
Dec 25 Prince Frederick Chapel 10:30am
Dec 25-26
Jan 1-2
Jan 6 7:00am Parish Hall
Jan 11 5:30pm Parish Hall


